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Aberdare Community School 

Recycling and Waste Management Policy 

Aberdare Community School has three key environmental aims: 

1. to maximise recycling 
2. to minimise the use of non-renewable and environmentally-damaging 

resources 
3. to increase awareness of environmental issues among students and staff 

To achieve these aims:  

 A school Eco Committee will be set up. This Committee will meet on a termly 
basis to review and amend the policy, and monitor the school's environment 
aims. The Eco Committee will include representation from students (school 
council), members of the teaching staff, and representatives of the premises 
and site team.  

 The environmental aims will be promoted across the school, by means of 
visiting speakers on Inset days, and publicity material on display etc. All 
stakeholders will be encouraged to participate and promote the school’s policy 
on Recycling and Waste Management. 
 

1. Recycling 

A robust programme of recycling will be introduced. To begin with, the following will 
be targeted for recycling:- 
 
Paper/Magazines/Cardboard/Plastic 
A mixed recycling box will be placed in every office and every classroom. These are 
designed to take paper and plastic. Placing them in well supervised areas will reduce 
the risk of contamination. Additional mixed recycling boxes will also be placed in 
some corridors and communal spaces. The Site Team will ensure that all cardboard 
from deliveries etc. is properly recycled. New recycling bins have also been 
introduced, with yellow bins for mixed recycling and black bins for food waste. These 
have been introduced to further reduce the amount of waste the school is producing.  
 
Placards: 
Placards have been placed in all classrooms, to remind staff members to turn off 
their lights when not in use.  

Cans & Bottles  
A scheme will be introduced to encourage the recycling of cans and plastic bottles. 
(However, it is acknowledged that this can be problematic; with cans and bottles 

being deposited for recycling still having liquid left in them). 

Batteries 
A collection point will be set up in the Reception area where staff and students can 
deposit used batteries. 
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Toner Cartridges 
The ICT Network Manager and Technician will ensure that a system is in place to 
allow used toner cartridges to be recycled. 
 
School Uniform 
If permissible, the school would like to be able to recycle items of school uniform; 
including football/rugby boots. This will be further considered in due course. 
 
Canteen/Food Waste: 
There is a Food Recycling bin that is managed by the Catering Team. There are also 
food and mixed recycling bins in the canteen area, as well as clear recycling bags 
now being used to make recycling more effective.  
 
Waste Contractor 
 

As part of its procurement process the school will take into account the recycling 
facilities and criteria of any waste contractor when deciding who should be awarded 
the contract for the collection of school refuse.  
 
Currently, this contract is with Veolia. The school has bins for both Recycling and 
General Waste. 

2. Minimise waste 

The school will take all reasonable steps to minimise the waste it produces.  

Buildings 

The school building has been designed to achieve ‘Excellence’ on the BREEAM 
award rating scheme. There are large communal areas that receive natural daylight 
via the roof. Solar panels have been installed to help generate electricity. Rain water 
harvesting is also being used to provide water for all toilets. In addition, the building 
is equipped with electronic systems and programmes that are designed to minimise 
waste by ensuring that lights are switch off when rooms are not in use. The Building 
Management System will ensure that the correct levels of heat are maintained 

across the premises thus reducing consumption of gas. 

Resources 

Where there are materials that are no longer required, the following options will be 
considered: 

Reduce – avoid the need to discard materials in general 

Re-use – pass on resources to others rather than disposing of it 

Recycle – segregation of materials for recycling to reduce the waste at the school  
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In addition: 

 Staff are asked to keep their written documents to one or two sides of A4 wherever 
possible. 

 Staff are asked to use double-sided photocopying wherever possible. 
 Staff and students are asked to ensure that both sides of paper are used before it is 

recycled.  
 Staff and students are asked not to print documents or websites unless it is 

absolutely necessary. 

Computers 
 
The ICT Department deploys software across the network that will automatically turn 
machines off if they have remained idle for a given period of time.  

Communication 

The school will look to maximise its use of electronic communication and thereby 
reduce the amount of paper used. Staff, students and parents are asked to use e-
mail wherever possible. The school has a Text Messaging system and this is used to 
make contact with parents. Some members of the school staff have opted to receive 
the monthly salary slip by email rather than post. Further ways of using electronic 
communication will be considered. 

3. Environmental awareness  

The school is committed to ensuring that staff, students and parents are reminded of 
our responsibility to preserve the resources of our planet, and the need for 
sustainability as we move into the 21st Century. 

To raise awareness of Environmental issues the following will take place: 

 The Eco Committee will regularly plan outside groups, agencies and 
speakers, to present topics on sustainability as part of raising awareness. 

 Competitions will be held between year groups and classes on environmental 
issues.  

 Pupils will be encouraged to design posters that promote energy 
conservation.  

 An Energy Display Screen is situated in the main Reception which shows the 
amount of energy and water being used each day. It also shows how much 
electricity is being generated by the Solar Panels. 

 Assemblies will be held that focus on environmental issues that may be 
current in the media.  

 Where possible, school trips will be organised to exhibitions that promote 
recycling and energy conservation. 

 Environmental awareness will be included in the Personal, Social and Health 
Education programme. 

 Certain curriculum subjects will include environmental issues as part of their 
schemes of work i.e. Geography, History, Science. 

 There will be organised litter picks in the community. 
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 The school will seek to become a ‘centre’ where recycle bags can be 
collected by members of the community. 

 The school will utilise the Alternative Curriculum provision to raise awareness 
of environmental issues.  

 The school allotment will be used as a practical teaching tool for sustainability 
and environmental issues. 

Reviewed: July 2018. 


