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Headteachers Introduction to Parents 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This is a really important time in your child's school career 
 
As a year nine student, for the first time in their school life, he/she will have a chance to choose which 
subjects to study. This is a very important decision and should be taken seriously. It will affect his/her 
future job choices, education choices and life choices. 
 
This options booklet contains a lot of important information about the subjects he or she can study. 
Please read the information carefully it will help when it comes to deciding his or her options. All 
pupils have to take a range of compulsory subjects, however there are a lot of additional choices still 
to be made. 
 
Please note carefully the advice given in this booklet. Pupils must choose wisely and they must bear 
in mind any future careers that they are thinking of going in for. However it is also important to 
recognise that children do change their minds. Something a child is excellent at now, and enjoys, 
might not be the case in the future. Therefore,  we always advise pupils to keep their options broad  
and balanced, this keeps learning pathways open to them. 
 
In order to help pupils with their decision making a series of assemblies and one-to-one interviews 
will be conducted. We will also have Parents’ Evenings/ meetings which will give you a chance to 
seek advice for your child should you need it 
 
Good luck 
 
 
 
 Sue Davies   
Headteacher 
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Guidance When Choosing Options  

   

Your child is now entering an important, new stage of their learning and is now going to choose the 

courses to be studied in years 10 and 11  

(KEY STAGE 4).    

There are some subjects they must study these are called the compulsory subjects. 

For September 2015, the compulsory National Curriculum KS4 subjects are Mathematics, English 

and Science. The other compulsory elements are: 

1. RE and Welsh which may lead to accredited qualifications equivalent to a half or full GCSE. 

2. ICT. 

3. Games.  

4. Pastoral and Social Education. 

 

All children have to study science in years 10 and 11. However, your child must decide how 

much science they wish to opt for. If your child in the future is going to be interested in a 

career in the medical, engineering, architectural or sporting area – then they are advised to go 

for double or even triple science. Those who wish to study sports’ science must have a good 

understanding of the human anatomy and double science is a sensible option for them. 

 

Before embarking on choices from the option lines, your child must decide whether they will choose 

GCSE Science or Applied Science in option line 1. If your child opts for GCSE Science they can opt 

to take single science in option line 1, but may also wish to consider opting for science in the next two 

option lines if they wish to pursue double or triple sciences. Applied Science is not a suitable choice 

for those wishing to pursue a career in medical or engineering fields. 

 

If your child selects science options in lines 2 and 3 it is important to consider the impact on the range 

of other subjects available in the remaining option columns. Only pupils with a high ability in all three 

science disciplines should consider taking the triple science option.  

 

Courses offer pupils opportunity to achieve qualifications at Level 2 (GCSE grades A*-C or 

equivalent; Level 1 GCSE grades D-G or equivalent). Further details of individual courses and 

qualifications are outlined within this option booklet.  A variety of courses are available for pupils 

which range from the traditional GCSE, the more vocational and applied courses and also skills 

based courses. 

 

The courses available have been placed in option groups designed to offer choice within a broad and 
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balanced educational curriculum. This will provide your child with the basis for a wide choice of 

career opportunities post 16 and clear learning pathways into post-16 education.  

 

Your son/daughter will be asked to select ONE subject from each of the 5 option columns [1 - 5].    

 

It must be stated from the outset, that whilst every possible effort will be made to meet the option 

requirements of each individual pupil, this CANNOT BE GUARANTEED IN EVERY CASE, especially 

if a pupil's progress in a subject has been unsatisfactory and numbers in that option choice become 

unduly large. Moreover, certain options may be withdrawn if demand for that option is limited e.g. 12 

pupils or less.   

 

Pupils may NOT change options after September 2015. 

 

Please note,  

1) All pupils must take a Science option in option column 1. However pupils may wish to opt 

for double or triple science by opting for further science lessons in option lines 2 and 3.  

2) Pupils may be unfamiliar with certain subjects such as Leisure and Tourism and Drama. 

Information relating to these courses has been included in this booklet. If further 

information is required progress leaders can provide additional guidance.  

3) It is not possible to take certain subjects where the overlap of content is deemed too great 

e.g. PE GCSE and BTEC / Applied Sport Studies, pupils should try to choose a range of 

subjects. 

Please note the following 

 Some of the top universities insist that at Advanced Levels pupils have a range of subjects that are 

historically judged to be academic like history, geography, religious studies, music, modern foreign 

languages, science, maths, English and only one of a range of vocational subjects such as drama, 

performing arts, sports’ science, media and Information technology. They do not mind if you have 

chosen all academic subjects but do mind if you have chosen two or more on the vocational side. 

Although early in your school life - having an idea of what you want to do in the future and where you 

want to study is useful at this stage. This is why keeping your options broad and balanced is 

advisable. 

4) All other courses can only be chosen once e.g. History cannot be chosen in more than 

one option column. 
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What level of 

achievement have I 

attained in the last 

three years? 

 

 

Does my completed choice 

constitute a balanced set of 

courses? 

 

QUESTIONS TO BE 

ANSWERED BEFORE 

FINAL CHOICES  

ARE MADE 

 

Have I sought advice 

from all relevant 

people when making 

my choice? i.e. 

Subject Teacher, 

Form Teacher, 

Progress Leader, 

Deputy Head, 

Careers Teacher. 

 

What subjects do I 

need for my chosen 

career? 

 

Which exams would suit 

me, GCSE, BTEC or a 

combination of both? 

 

Are my choices 

influenced more by my 

friends and by my liking of 

a teacher, rather than by 

their value to me at a 

later date? 

Does my teacher think I can 

cope with the GCSE? 

Does my choice allow for 

possible career change at 

a later date? 
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ART AND DESIGN 

Why Choose Art? 
 
Some people hold the view that studying Art and Design is only for would-be painters and sculptors.  
This ignores the fact that this subject is needed by people who become designers for books, 
magazines, furniture, house interiors, theatres, medical and kitchen equipment, jewellery, fashion 
wear, fabrics, room interiors and architecture. 
 
Apart from the career opportunities, you could choose to study GCSE Art and Design because you 
enjoy it.  It can help you balance your subjects between those that are purely academic and those 
that are more creative.  You may not be ‘brilliant’ at drawing and painting but it is more important at 
this stage that you are interested in the subject and are prepared to work very hard at it.  Ask your Art 
and Design teacher if they think you are capable of the course. 
 

 
 
Course Content / Assessment  

 
Don’t choose to do Art and Design because you think it is an ‘easy’ option.  It isn’t.  Don’t choose to 
do Art and Design because your friend is doing it.  You may well be in a different class. 
After gaining a GCSE Certificate or Certificates in Art and Design, pupils may consider sitting an 
A/AS Level course in Art and Design.  Eventually, this may be followed with an Art College 
Foundation Course of 1 year and a 3 years BA Honours Degree Course in one of several Art 
Specialisms.   

 

 

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT 

CANDIDATE PORTFOLIO 120 marks 

 Four Coursework Units 

 Internally set and developed from personal and/or given starting points 

 Selected and presented by the candidate from work undertaken within the course 

 Requires evidence of how the candidate has met each of the assessment  
objectives 

 
Sketchbooks are an integral part of the work and are essentially concerned with enquiry, 
experimentation and research.   
 
EXTERNALLY SET TASK 80 marks 
One externally set task (6 weeks preparatory period, 10 hours maximum Controlled Test under 
supervised examination conditions), which requires: 
 

 A sustained period of focused study of no longer than 10 hours 

 Presented to the candidates no earlier than the start of January in the year of the 
examination 

 Requires evidence of how the candidate has met each of the assessment objectives 
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APPLIED BUSINESS STUDIES (GCSE) 

Why Choose Applied Business Studies 

GCSE in applied business studies enables students to acquire the knowledge, understanding and 

relevant business skills which will equip them with what they need to start in work or go on to further 

education or training. 

Applied business studies is a diverse and varied course; this means that it can be the foundation for 

many careers that students may choose to study. Other careers and further studies that can be 

directly linked to applied business studies include finance, business administration, personnel, sales 

and marketing. To be successful in business you need to be well motivated and want to be the best 

that you can. This course is ideal for pupils who would like to gain a direct experience of the ‘real’ 

world of work. Pupils will learn about some of the jobs available in the business sector.  

Course Content 

This is a single award applied GCSE in business studies. It varies from the GCSE business studies 

because the internal controlled assessment (coursework) is 60% of the GCSE. This course would be 

suitable for learners who would work well on coursework and are capable of meeting deadlines. 

Assessment  

There are two units to complete for the Applied GCSE, these are:  

• Unit 1: The Business and its Environment (60% of GCSE) 

• Unit 2: Business Finance and Decision Making (40% of GCSE) 

Students of Applied Business GCSE will:  

• Actively engage in the study of business to develop as effective and independent students and 

as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. 

• Develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary issues in a 

range of local, national and global contexts. 

• Appreciate the range of perspectives of 

different business stakeholders. 

• Consider the extent to which business 

activity can be ethical and sustainable. 

 
Students of Applied Business GCSE will:  

• Develop an enthusiasm for studying business. 
• Gain a holistic understanding of business. 
• Develop a critical understanding of organisations and their ability to meet society's needs and 

wants. 
• Generate enterprising and creative solutions to business problems and issues. 
• Acquire a range of relevant business and generic skills, including decision-making, problem 

solving, the challenging of assumptions and the quantification and management of information 
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WJEC GCSE ICT 

Why Choose ICT? 

WJEC GCSE ICT is an exciting level 2 course; it has elements that will appeal to all pupils. 

ICT is not just how you use technology but how it works and the effects it has - not just on our daily 
lives but in everything from commerce and communication, to politics and the music industry.  It's the 
way of the future for all careers - so whether you're looking at a career in business, fashion, 
engineering, graphics or game designing, health or the environment, you will need to know how ICT 
works and the impact it has.  

Course Content 

Pupils will look at current and upcoming technologies, what ideas and resources are needed to 
create the latest technology and how to solve problems using ICT tools and techniques.  Pupils will 
look at a variety of ICT tools such as; communication tools like social networking websites, control 
systems such as Sat Nav and business tools like word processing, data handling, spreadsheet 
modelling and DTP.  Pupils will look at the many uses of the Internet, such as the mechanics behind 
booking movie tickets and downloading music.  Even ICT tools used in predicting natural disasters 
like earthquakes and tsunamis are covered in this course.  Pupils will also explore the impact of ICT 
on society.  They will examine real life situations that ICT has an effect on including: legal, social, 
economic and environmental scenarios.  Pupils will examine how teams can work together using ICT 
and looks at how people can work together if they are in different offices in different countries.  Most 
aspects of ICT are covered in this comprehensive course, there is something for everyone and it is a 
perfect foundation to any career. 
 

Assessment 

Unit 1 – Understanding ICT, written exam (1.5hrs) 20%.  

Unit 2 – Solving Problems with ICT, controlled assessment (22.5hrs) 30%.  

Unit 3 – ICT in Organisations, written exam (1.5hrs) 20% 

Unit 4 – Developing Multimedia ICT Solutions, controlled assessment (22.5hrs) 30% 

 

Further Education 

Study at Level 3 (BTEC ICT and A’ Level ICT) 
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WJEC GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Why Choose Computer Science? 

WJEC GCSE Computer Science is a brilliant new course; our school is the first in the area to offer it 
at level 2. The course aims to develop the pupil’s ability to develop knowledge and understanding of 
how computers work and the code used to program them.  They will develop and apply thinking skills 
to analyse computer problems and design solutions to fix these problems.   

Course Content 

Pupils will gain practical experience of designing, writing, and testing computer programs.  They will 
use new technologies such as Raspberry Pi and software such as Python and Scratch.  Pupils will 
quickly learn to develop the ability to reason, explain and evaluate computing solutions and develop 
awareness of current and emerging trends in computing technologies.  They will also develop 
awareness of the impact of computing on individuals, society and the environment and explore topics 
that look at ethical, legal and ownership issues within computer science.  Pupils will have the 
opportunity to design and create their own mini computer game. 
 

Assessment 

Unit 1 – Understanding Computer Science, written exam (1.5hrs) 45%.  

Unit 2 – Solving Problems Using Computers, on-screen tasks (2hrs) 30% 

Unit 3 – Developing Computer Solutions, controlled assessment, ( 15hrs) 25% 

 

Further Education 

Study at Level 3 (A’ Level Computing)  
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WELSH SECOND LANGUAGE (GCSE) 

Why Choose Welsh? 

A study of Welsh gives the student an increasing awareness of the many uses of the Welsh 
Language in contemporary Wales and the opportunity to partake of different aspects of Welsh life.  

Skills 

The course will develop the following skills: 
 
Speaking 
Reading 
Writing  
Listening and Viewing  
 
Course Content  
Pupils may study Full Course or Short Course Welsh.  

Full Course 

The topics to be studied are: 
Me and my interests 
Holidays, Wales and my area 
Fashion/Image 
Media, films, TV and music 
Young people’s problems and issues 
The Environment 
Alcohol, drugs and smoking  

Assessments (Examinations)  

Controlled Assessments (3 tasks)  25% 
Oral Examination     25% 
2 x Reading/Writing Modular Examinations 50% 
 
It is possible for pupils to be entered for the Foundation or Higher Tier examinations.  The Foundation 
Tier is a less demanding option, whereas the Higher Tier is geared to pupils with more advanced 
linguistic skills.  
All Full course students will sit an external modular examination at the end of Year 10 and another at 
the end of Year 11. 
 
Higher Tier Grades:  A* - D 
Foundation Tier Grades: C  – G  

Short Course 

The topics to be studied are: 
Me and my interests 
Holidays 
Fashion 
Wales and my area 
Films, TV and music 
 
The topics are the same for both the  
Higher and Foundation Tiers. 
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Assessments (Examinations) 

 
Controlled Assessments (3 tasks)  50% 
External Reading/Writing Examination 50% 
 
With the Short Course also, it is possible for pupils to be entered for the Foundation or Higher Tier 
examinations.  The Foundation Tier is a less demanding option, whereas again, the Higher Tier is 
geared to pupils with more advanced linguistic skills.  All Short Course students will sit an external 
modular examination at the end of Year 11. 
 
Higher Tier Grades:  A* - D  
Foundation Tier Grades: C   – G  

Progression 

A study of the Welsh Language offers a wide range of possibilities to the student.  Welsh is desirable 
and of great practical use if one wishes to have a job in teaching, administration, journalism or 
broadcasting and is highly valued in the pursuit of other courses and training.  Knowledge of the 
language is extremely useful for different personal and social needs, in a country where there is an 
increasing demand for bilingualism and a competitive job market.  It can be studied alongside other 
languages or such subjects as History, where a knowledge of Welsh can be beneficial.  Other 
students will wish to study for AS/A2 examinations and may wish to progress to further study at 
colleges and universities.  The study of the Welsh language also allows the students to increase their 
involvement and appreciation of the culture and literature of Wales. 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

GCSE TEXTILES 
 

Why Choose Textiles? 
If you are interested in art, fashion or interior design this course would suit you. The subject could be 
suitable for you if you are interested in art and design based subjects.  You should show enthusiasm 
and the ability to experiment with ideas and images. 
 
Course Content 
The course gives you an opportunity to explore a wide range of areas of textiles including printed and 
dyed materials, domestic textiles, constructed and applied textiles, fashion and costume.  By the end 
of the course you will be able to demonstrate a range of textiles skills. 
 
Assessment 
You will have end of topic tests after every module in year ten.  You will then complete a controlled 
assessment, worth 60%, in year eleven that will be marked by your teacher and a moderator.  A final 
two hour examination, worth 40%, will be sat in year eleven. 
 
Where could this subject take me in the future? 
You may wish to study technology or art based A Levels and then study for a design related degree.  
Textiles can lead to a number of design based career opportunities including fashion and interior 
design. 
 
 

GCSE RESISTANT MATERIALS 
 
 

Why Choose Resistant Materials? 
If you are interested in designing and making products in two and three dimensions, and learning 
different manufacturing techniques, this course will suit you.  It helps to have a reasonable level in 
Mathematics, Science and of course Design and Technology. 
 
Course Content 
The course offers you a creative and flexible approach to designing products.  It focuses on choosing 
suitable materials to design and produce design solutions.  You will learn traditional and modern 
processes that are used in industry.  By the end of the course you will have detailed knowledge of 
materials and manufacturing processes. 
 
Assessment 
You will have end of topic tests after every module in year ten.  You will then complete a controlled 
assessment, worth 60%, in year eleven that will be marked by your teacher and a moderator.  A final 
two hour examination, worth 40%, will be sat in year eleven. 
 
Where could this subject take me in the future? 
You may to wish to study A Level Design and Technology.  This course also leads to vocational 
related courses or technical employment such as modern apprenticeships. 
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GCSE GRAPHIC PRODUCTS 
 
Why Choose Graphical Products? 
If you are interested in designing, art or the branding of products this course will suit you. The subject 
could be suitable for you if you are interested in art and design based subjects.  It also helps to have 
a reasonable level in Mathematics. 
 
Course Content 
The course gives you an opportunity to explore a wide range of graphics including printing processes, 
materials, typography, colour and graphic designers.  By the end of the course you will understand 
how products are made in industry and will be able to design a range of products such as marketing 
materials and packaging. 
 
Assessment 
You will have end of topic tests after every module in year ten.  You will then complete a controlled 
assessment, worth 60%, in year eleven that will be marked by your teacher and a moderator.  A final 
two hour examination, worth 40%, will be sat in year eleven. 
 
Where could this subject take me in the future? 
You may wish to study Technology or Art based A Levels and then study for a design related degree.  
Graphic Products can help with careers in Engineering and Architecture as well as more graphic-
based careers like Product Design, Advertising and Graphic Design. 
 
 

GCSE Hospitality and Catering 

Why Choose Hospitality and Catering?  

You should choose to study this course if you enjoy working with food and have a real interest in the 

food preparation and service aspect of the Hospitality and Catering industry. It is a suitable 

qualification for those who want a broad background in this area and for those who wish to progress 

to further education.  

 

Course Content  

Catering is offered alongside Hospitality and accounts for two GCSEs. The course offers a unique 

opportunity in the curriculum for candidates to develop their knowledge and extend their skills within 

hospitality and catering in a vocational context. The course provides opportunities to develop 

candidates' practical skills, a range of Key Skills and their capacity for imaginative, innovative 

thinking, creativity and independence. 

Assessment 

You will be required to complete two practical exams where the opportunity is given for you to create 

your own menu. These together form 60% of your final grade. For GCSE Hospitality you will be 

required to complete one practical exam where you will have the opportunity to plan, organise and 

carry out an event of your choice. This alone is 60% of your final grade. Two written exams, one for 

each GCSE, will be taken at the end of year 11 and will account for the other 40%.  You will also be 

expected to participate in practical lessons weekly to develop your skills in preparation for these 

assessments. It is a requirement that pupils provide their own ingredients for these lessons. 

Where could this course take me in the future?  

This course is the doorway into an exciting and growing industry. If you wish to continue to study 

hospitality and catering at a higher level these GCSEs are the perfect pathway.  Possible careers 
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routes include: Chef, environmental health officer, trading standards, front of house, restaurant/hotel 

entrepreneur, dietician, travel and tourism, food technologist, catering teacher 

 
GCSE Child Development 

Why Choose Child Development?  
Do you enjoy working with children? Would you like a practical challenge? Are you interested in 
finding out about child development issues? Have you or will you be able to have access to study a 
child under 5 years? If you have answered YES to these questions then choose to study GCSE Child 
Development. 
Course Content  

You will study topics on the family and the child, food and health, pregnancy and physical, 

intellectual, social and emotional development.  You will learn to observe and interact with young 

children, carry out individual, original research and explore and investigate the needs of young 

children 

Assessment 

Candidates will complete two controlled assessments. A child study, worth 30%, includes six hours of 

observation of a child under the age of five. This will be completed during fifteen hours of class time. 

A child focussed task, also worth 30%, includes researching, planning, making and evaluating of a 

topic set by the WJEC; this will be completed in 15 hours of class time.  There is one examination, 

worth 40% targeted at the full range of GCSE grades. 

Where could this course take me in the future?  

Opportunities include nursery nurse, nanny, nurse, midwife, teacher, social worker, working with 

children with additional needs, physiotherapist and play group leader. 

LEVEL 2 CERTIFICATE IN CREATIVE STUDIES: CRAFT 
 

Why Choose Creative Craft? 
If you are interested in designing and making a range of products using a variety of materials, 
processes and equipment, then this is the course for you. 
 
Course Content 
Throughout this course you will design and make four individual projects based around different 
themes. You will learn a range of techniques and processes used to make innovative and unique 
products. You will study four units, which will include exploring your craft and enterprise skills, 
researching and developing you design ideas, responding to different design briefs, and producing 
quality pieces of craft work.   
 
Assessment 
Craft consists of 2 types of assessment: 
·         Internal assessment – portfolio of evidence. This will be marked by your teacher and will be 
focused around three projects. 
·         External assessment – assignment. This will be you main project in year 11 and will be 
externally marked.  
 
Where could this subject take me in the future? 
·         NCFE Level 3 Certificate in Creative Craft 
·         A level Product Design, Resistant Materials, Textiles, Art and Design 
·         BTEC Engineering 
·         Trade apprenticeships  
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BTEC ENGINEERING FIRST AWARD- LEVEL 1/LEVEL 2  

Why Choose Engineering? 

To ‘engineer’ literally means to “make things happen”. Engineering is about the design and 
production of useful products and services. Engineering know-how converts scientific knowledge in 
technology and then technology into successful innovation. A good level of knowledge in ICT, 
Science, Mathematics and English would be beneficial and will be utilised throughout the different 
units. 

Course Content 

Engineering gives you the opportunity to gain a broad understanding and knowledge of the 
engineering sector, as well as an opportunity to develop a range of personal skills and techniques. It 
will provide you with the practical skills that reflect the needs of employers and higher or further 
education. The course is set up in a work –related context to give you a clear understanding of what it 
is like working in industry. These are done through core and specialist units to cover a large range of 
engineering such as mechanical, automotive and electrical. 

Assessment 

BTEC Engineering contains 8 units, two of which are externally assessed. The units cover a large 
area of engineering including Health and Safety, machining techniques, mathematics and product 
assembly. After you have completed each unit you will be provided with feedback from your teacher. 
At the end of the course you will gain a Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*. 

Where could this subject take me in the future? 

You can develop you knowledge further at Level 3 Engineering or even A Level Design and 
Technology. University can then be one of the directions to go further into the subject, however it is 
not the only route. If you decide not to go to university, taking up an industry apprenticeship straight 
from school carries the advantage that you earn a salary from day one - this would be while you are 
training, as you could start straight after completing Level Two or Three depending on the employer. 
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KEY STAGE 4 / GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE / ENGLISH LITERATURE 

English Language 

Course Content 

At Key Stage 4 you will study to gain two GCSE’s in English; one in English Language and one in 

English Literature. 

GCSE English Language is divided into 4 units. 

Unit 1: Fiction reading and writing 

Assessed by: External exam (2 hours) 

You will be required to read a fiction extract and complete structured questions /30 in an hour. 

You will also be required to complete one imaginative writing task /30 in an hour. 

Unit 2: Non-fiction reading and writing 

Assessment 

Assessed by: External exam (2 hours) 

You will be required to read 2 pieces of non-fiction text and complete structured questions /30 in an 

hour. 

You will also be required to complete one explanatory persuasive writing task /30 in an hour. 

Unit 3: Controlled Assessments 

 A non-fiction reading task /20 

 A writing task from a list of tasks specified by the WJEC /20 

Unit 4: Speaking and listening 

Your will be assessed on two tasks: 

 Individual presentation 

 Group discussion 
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English Literature 

GCSE English Literature is divided into 3 units. 

Course Content / Assessment 

Unit 1 Prose (Different Cultures) and Poetry (Contemporary) 35% 

Assessed by: 2 hour external exam at the end of Year 10. You will be required to answer 2 questions 

on a set text; one extended essay /20 and one question on an extract from the text /10. You will also 

have to answer a question about two poems linked by a similar theme /20. 

 

Unit 2 Prose and Drama texts 40% 

Assessed by: 2 hour external exam at the end of Year 11. You will be required to answer 2 questions 

on a prose text and 2 questions on a drama text; two extended essays /20 each and two questions 

on an extract from each of the texts /10 each. 

 

Unit 3 Poetry and Drama linked texts 25% 

Assessed by: Controlled Assessment in the Spring Term of Year 10. (4 hours). 

Your will be required to write an extended essay about a Shakespeare play and poetry you have read 

from a WJEC anthology. 
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Why choose a modern foreign language? 

 
Although we like to think of English as the international language, we need to think carefully before we decide 
that it is the only language we need to know. Consider the following points: 
 
1. European citizens have the right to live and work in any other country in the European Union. Full 

advantage could be taken of this opportunity with the ability to speak another language. 
 
2. Many courses in further and higher education now have a European element to them. They include 

mechanical engineering and a modern foreign language, biochemistry and a modern foreign language, 
business and a modern foreign language, even mathematics and a modern foreign language … and there 
are many more. A foreign language, to at least GCSE level, is needed for these courses. 

 
3. Businesses in this country need people who can communicate in other languages at all levels. A study 

undertaken by the Department of Trade and Industry revealed that ‘lack of a foreign language had been a 
barrier to trade’. This means that firms are losing valuable business because they do not speak other 
languages. 

 
4. The majority of young people in other European countries continue their study of a foreign language until 

they are eighteen years old. In some countries two foreign languages are compulsory. Is this perhaps why, 
according to the Association of Language Learners ‘… the British are losing jobs to foreigners because of 
their poor language skills’? 

 
5. Familiarity with one foreign language, and the skills mastered in learning it, are of great benefit when it 

comes to acquiring another foreign language. Who knows what languages will be needed in the future? 
 

French 
 

 
 

What will pupils learn? 
 
Pupils will learn how to understand much of the language written and spoken in France and other French-
speaking countries, and express themselves in speech and writing on a range of topics, giving opinions and 
seeking information, explaining and describing. 
 
Some of these topics (such as school, free time and holidays) will already be familiar to pupils. These are 
studied in greater depth, together with new topics such as the environment, working life and the culture of 
other countries. 
 
The course is centred around the series of Expo textbooks which pupils have already been using, and will 
include the use of DVD’s, computers and the opportunity to participate in an educational visit to France. 
 
What about the examination? 
 
The four communication skills – writing, speaking, listening and reading are assessed individually. There are 
differentiated papers for listening and reading, and these papers represent 40 per cent of the total mark. In 
speaking, pupils are required to perform two tasks, which are marked by the teacher. These are worth 30 per 
cent. In writing, pupils produce two pieces of work in the classroom which are sent away to be marked 
externally. Again, the two pieces of work are worth 30 per cent. 
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Spanish 
 

 
 
What will pupils learn? 
 
Pupils will learn how to understand much of the language written and spoken in Spain and other Spanish-
speaking countries, and express themselves in speech and writing on a range of topics, giving opinions and 
seeking information, explaining and describing. 
 
Some of these topics (such as school and family) will already be familiar to pupils. These are studied in greater 
depth, together with new topics such as the holidays, free time, environment, working life and the culture of 
other countries. 
 
The course is centred around the series of Listos textbooks which pupils have already been using, and will 
include the use of DVD’s, computers and the opportunity to participate in an educational visit to Spain. 
 
What about the examination? 
 
The four communication skills – writing, speaking, listening and reading are assessed individually. There are 
differentiated papers for listening and reading, and these papers represent 40 per cent of the total mark. In 
speaking, pupils are required to perform two tasks, which are marked by the teacher. These are worth 30 per 
cent. In writing, pupils produce two pieces of work in the classroom which are sent away to be marked 
externally. Again, the two pieces of work are worth 30 per cent. 
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GCSE GEOGRAPHY 

Why Choose Geography? 
 
This is a fantastic opportunity to build on your knowledge about our world in the 21st Century.  You 
will be studying key themes and case studies to understand the causes, impacts and responses to a 
range of physical and human processes and issues. 
 
Course Content / Assessment 
We are studying WJEC GCSE Geography SPEC A 
Our course is split into three units: 
Unit 1 Core Geography (40%) with an examination at the end of year ten. 
Unit 2 Options Geography (35%) with an examination at the end of year eleven. 
Unit 3 Geographical Enquiry – Fieldwork (10%) and Decision Making Exercise (15%) 
 
What will we be studying in year 10?  
 

Physical World 
Water 

Flooding always seems to be in the news at the moment.  We will build up our 
knowledge of rivers and the hydrological cycle. We will use case studies of 
floods on different scales. We will also make decisions about the best way 
forward to prevent flooding in the future.  

Physical World 
Climate Change 

This is probably the most talked about issue in Geography at the moment. We 
will look at the causes, short and long term impacts, along with responses and 
solutions to climate change.  We will use case studies from both MEDCs and 
LEDCs. 

Physical World 
Living in an Active 
Zone 

A Geography classic – volcanoes and earthquakes.  We will spend time 
understanding why and how they happen.  We will also focus on how to 
manage such hazards in a world where so many people have no choice but to 
live in hazard zones. 

Global World 
Changing 
Populations 

There are 7 billion people living on our planet.  Some experts say that this is a 
bigger threat to our existence than climate change.  We will look at the causes, 
impacts and responses to the population explosion. We will also look at 
migration and the impacts in both LEDCs and MEDCs. 

Global World 
Globalisation 

This is a word we hear a lot but how many of us really understand it? What 
does it really mean?  Is it good or bad?  Who are the winners and losers in 
world trade? What is so interesting about a red box?  We will find out. 

Global World 
Development 

There is such a divide between rich and poor countries that we even have the 
terms MEDCs and LEDCs.  Why do we live in such a divided world?  How can 
we measure development?  More importantly, what on earth can we do to 
make the world more equal?  We will find out.   

 
What will we be studying in Year 11? 
 

Theme 9 
Changing 
Coastlines 

There are over 11,000 miles of coastline in the UK. The coastline is a 
battleground and we will be making a decision on the best way to protect the 
coastline against erosion and rising sea levels. 

Theme 10  
Tourism 

Tourism is the fastest growing industry in the World. We will look at the many 
different places where tourists go both in Wales and other places in the World. 
We will also investigate the positive and negative impacts of tourism and 
suggest sustainable solutions so everyone can benefit.  

Theme 11 
Retail and Urban 
Change 

We will be looking at the day time and night time geography of Cardiff city 
centre and Cardiff Bay. We will also be looking at how our shopping habits 
impact upon the lives of people in developing countries. 
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HISTORY 

Course Content / Assessment 
 
Unit 1 – Germany in Transition 1919-47 
This unit looks at: 
(i) Germany after WW1 and analyses why Hitler was able to become Chancellor in 1933 

(ii) 1933-34 deals with Hitler’s consolidation of power and the elimination of political opponents 

(iii) Between 1933-39 the focus is on the “nazification” of German society 

(iv) 1939 – 47 relates to Germany during the war and attempted De – nazification at the end of the 

war.  The consequences of breaking up Berlin / Germany into different sectors is also looked 

studied. 

Examination: 1 hr 15 minutes 
 
Unit 2 – Sport Leisure and Tourism c.1900 to the present day  
This unit covers: 

(i) Life at the beginning of the 1900s in terms of social and cultural development 

(ii) The growth of popular entertainment in the form of radio, cinema, t.v. and internet/ mobile 

technology and how it contributes to / effects society 

(iii) The development of sport throughout the century to modern day 

(iv) The development of popular music and fashion from 1900 to the present day 

 
 Examination: 1 hr 15 mins 
 
 Unit 3 – Crime and Punishment c.1530 – present day 
 This unit covers:  

(i) The causes of crime from the Tudor period to the present day 

(ii) The development of policing from private social responsibility to a public body representing law 

and order. It also looks at the continuous  challenges facing modern day policing 

(iii) The development of punishments from Tudor times to the introduction of prisons as the 

primary punishment for offenders. Pupils also debate the abolishing of Capital Punishment 

and how it has affected opinions of society 

Examination: 1 hr 15 mins      
 
 
Unit 4:  Controlled Assessment 
This will look at aspects of war and its effect on society. The assessments will discuss an issue of 
controversy involving both WW 1 and WW 2. 
The Controlled Assessment will be completed in two parts: Part A (20 marks) and Part B (30 marks). 
It is marked internally and sent for external verification by the WJEC examination board. 
 
Each unit is awarded 50 marks (raw) with 3 marks extra available for spelling, grammar and 
punctuation with extended questions at the end of Units 1, 2 and 3.  
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GCSE Leisure and Tourism 
 

In this GCSE, we will be looking at the impact leisure and tourism has in a range of different locations around the 

World. This is a great GCSE to choose if you are interested in working in the leisure and tourism industry. The 

GCSE is assessed by examinations and controlled assessments in both year 10 and 11.  There will be the opportunity 

to go on a range of field trips during the course. 

 

Year 10    Unit 1 Leisure and Tourism Choices 

What does leisure and tourism 

mean? 

We will investigate what leisure and tourism actually means and the 

difference between them. 

What makes up the leisure 

industry? 

We will look at sport and physical recreation, arts and entertainment, 

countryside recreation, home-based leisure, children's play activities, 

attractions and Catering. 

What makes up the tourism 

industry? 

We will look at travel agents, tour operators, tourist information, on-line 

travel services like Expedia and Trip Advisor, accommodation and catering. 

Where does leisure and tourism 

take place? 

We will look at a massive range of places where leisure and tourism takes 

place including leisure centres, sports venues, National Parks, theme parks, 

coastlines etc. 

How does leisure and tourism meet 

the needs of different people? 

We will look at the vast range of people who take part in leisure and tourism 

and the jobs that they create. 

  
Year 11    Unit 2 Leisure and Tourism Destinations 

Why do people travel? We will investigate how far people are prepared to travel to get to their 

choice of leisure or tourist activity. 

How do they get there? We will look at the massive range of options available for getting to a 

destination and consider the impacts they have. 

Where do people go? We will investigate the types of tourist destinations and consider the reason 

why people want to go there.  

Country Case Studies We will look at a range of places in our studies. Some of the places will 

include the Brecon Beacons, Cardiff Bay, Tenby, Barcelona and New York City. 

We will also look at tourism in Costa Rica. 
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MATHEMATICS 

Course Content / Assessment 

The Mathematics course you will follow is based on the following Assessment objectives 

 

Assessment objectives   Weighting 

1. Number     1 

2. Algebra     1 

3. Shape, space and measure  1 

4. Handling data    1 

 

You will follow the course of study laid down in the WJEC syllabus A. The assessment consists of 

written papers of equal weighting, one Calculator and Non Calculator paper, making up 100% of the 

GCSE mark.  There is no coursework option for GCSE Mathematics. The written paper for each tier 

will comprise a number of short and longer, both structured and unstructured questions on any of the 

topics covered. 

Tiers of entry 

There are two overlapping tiers of entry 

Higher, Grades available: A*, A, B, C, D 

Foundation, Grades available : C, D, E, F, G 

You can only be entered for one tier in any particular examination sitting. If you achieve less than the 

minimum mark required for a D grade on the Higher tier or the G grade on the Foundation tier you will 

be awarded an unclassified grade. 

Entry Times 

At present Set 1 follow WJEC higher Tier GCSE course and sit the Examination in the June at the 

end of Year 10.  Set 2 at present will sit the WJEC Linear Foundation course in the November of 

Year 11 with option of Higher Tier in the June of Year 11.  Sets 3 and 4 may follow the Set 2 option or 

sit GCSE early in November of Year 11.  Set 5 will follow the WJEC Foundation Tier and sit the 

examination at the end of Year 11. 
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GCSE MEDIA / FILM 

Why Choose Media and Film Studies? 
We are living in a world dominated by the media.  This course allows you to study different types of 
media including film, television, advertising, computer games and pop music. At the end of the 
course, if successful, it is possible for students to be awarded two GCSE qualifications, one in Media 
Studies and one in Film Studies. 
 
The course allows learners to draw from their existing experience of the media and develops their 
ability to explore and create different media types. No previous knowledge of the subject is required 
but an interest in film, television, music etc. is desirable.  You will need to have a basic knowledge of 
PC programmes such as Photo Draw and Publisher as these are used to complete the creative 
tasks. 
 
 
Course Content / Assessment 
 
Examination Board : WJEC 
Assessment details / Written Exam Paper:  

 Media – 1 exam, 2 hours and 15 minutes long. 

 Film – 2 exams, one 1 hour and 30 minutes, the other 1 hour long. 
Coursework Component / Other Information: 

1. Media  

 Coursework is 60% 

 3 assignments, 2 textual investigations (20% each), one production assignment (40%) 
2. Film 

 Coursework is 50% 

 4 pieces of work – an exploration of a film extract, a film pitch leading to a preproduction, a 
production and an evaluative analysis. 

Controlled Assessment: 

 Media – All coursework assignments will be completed under class supervision. 
 
Students all sit the same exam with grades G-A* available. 
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GCSE MUSIC 

Why Choose Music? 

Whilst there is no restriction on students wanting to choose music it is preferable that they currently 
play an instrument or sing.  It is expected that students will play an active part in school music 
activities, including solo and ensemble music making where appropriate. Opportunities include the 
Orchestra, Choir, Jazz Band, School Production and the possibility of forming other small ensembles 
as experience and skills allow.  All music students are expected to attend recitals, concerts and 
workshops as directed.  
 

Course Content / Assessment 

The new specification for WJEC, GCSE Music has a wide range of instrumental and vocal choices 

and now gives scope for a variety of contemporary performance styles alongside more traditional 

activities.  

 
The GCSE Music course is divided into 3 areas of performing, composing and appraising. The 
course components are summarised below. 
  

Unit 1 
 
Performing 
Music 
 

 
 
30% 

 
At the end of the course pupils will perform one solo and one ensemble 
piece of music in a practical examination.  Pupils can choose to play an 
instrument and/or sing.  One piece must link to an Area of Study. 

Unit 2 
 
Composing 
Music 
 

 
 
30% 

 
Pupils will compose two contrasting compositions linking to an Area of 
Study. 

Unit 3 
 
Appraising 
Music 
 

 
 
40% 

 
This will be a listening examination based on the four Areas of Study: 

1) Music in Wales 
2) Music for Stage and Screen 
3) Music Evolution 
4) Forms and Devices 

 
NB: This examination also includes a question where you will evaluate your 
own performance or composition (Unit 1 or 2). 
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BTEC Level 2 Music (Technology) 

Why Choose Music Technology? 
This qualification is designed to give learners the potential opportunity to enter employment within a 
wide range of junior job roles across the music industry. 
 
 
Course Content /Assessment 
This new specification for BTEC Level 2 First Award in Music (Technology) has a wide range of unit 
choices.  The course is intended to inspire learners to consider a career in the music industry, rather 
than to participate in music only recreationally.  
 
All pupils must study the core units below: 
 

Unit 1 
The Music 
Industry 
 

 
25% 
Examination 
 

This unit provides an overview of the industry, particularly focusing on the 
shape of the modern industry and covering the emergence of the role of 
the self-employed producer, performer and promoter. 

Unit 2 
Managing 
a Music 
Product 

 
25% 
Coursework 
 
 

This unit looks at the development of a music product.  It introduces the 
role of planning and promotion in the management of a music product. 
Learners can base their work on a live concert, event, a CD or online 
product, providing opportunities for both music performers and 
technologists. 

 
Pupils must select two of the optional coursework units below.  Each unit is worth 25%. 
 

Unit 3 
Live Sound  

This unit enables learners to set up, understand and operate the concert PA systems 
required for most of today’s music performance.   

Unit 4 
Music 
Composition 

This unit encourages learners to develop creativity in addressing specific needs and 
requirements when responding to composition briefs. 
 

Unit 5 Music 
Performance 

This unit enables learners to develop their skills as performers for progression to the 
next stage of their education or training, as well as developing their technique and 
reflective practice. 

Unit 6 
Music 
Recording 

This unit encourages learners to become familiar with recording technology and 
techniques that will reinforce their musical practice as well as developing important 
skills for progression into the professional world. 
 

Unit 7 
Music 
Sequencing 

This unit enables learners to use ICT for music making allowing them to develop 
technology skills to use effectively in the workplace. 
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Performing Arts GCSE 
 
 

Why Choose GCSE Performing Arts? 
GCSE Performing Arts offers students the opportunity to study and experience all aspects of the 
Performing Arts, whilst developing their own performance skills. Students will take part in a variety of 
practical workshops and will learn about the technical, administrative and design aspects of 
producing a performance. Students are encouraged to engage with and take the performance 
opportunities offered by the Performing Arts department. 
 
Course Content  
The GCSE award in Performing Arts offers a broad and balanced course with maximum opportunities 

for a stimulating experience of a range of performing activities. Candidates may choose from an array 

of performing arts disciplines including  

 acting 
 dance 
 music 
 music technology 
 technical production skills 

The first unit contains three controlled assessment tasks which require candidates to: 

 develop one performing arts skill 
 carry out some research on the performing arts industry 
 prepare for a themed showcase performance 

The second unit is a themed showcase performance where candidates will either create a 
performance or contribute their chosen technical production skill to a performance in response to a 
theme set by the school. This will be assessed by a visiting examiner. 

Assessment  
UNIT 1  
Controlled Assessment -  Exploring Performing Arts and the Performing Arts Industry (60%)  
Candidates will undertake three controlled assessment tasks relating to research carried out on 
practical work and in an additional performing arts skills area.  
Internally assessed and externally moderated in April/May of year 11 
 
UNIT 2  
External Assessment   -   Themed Showcase Performance  
Candidates will either create a performance or contribute their chosen technical production skill to a 
performance in response to a theme set by the centre. Candidates may perform in more than one 
discipline.  
Externally Assessed between March and May of year 11 
Homework  
Students will be expected to complete weekly homework tasks, as well as carrying out the 
preparation needed for rehearsals and performances. There is also the necessity for commitment to 
extra-curricular rehearsals in their own time.  
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G.C.S.E. Physical Education / Applied Physical Education  

Why Choose Physical Education? 

Physical Education is offered to you at G.C.S.E. level.  The course allows you to study both 

theoretical and practical elements of Physical Education in a carefully balanced programme.   

 

 

Course Content / Assessment 

On the theoretical side you will study fitness, factors affecting participation, provision and 

performance in sporting and health activities, physical, psychological and tactical/ technical factors 

that have an influence on performance and health.  The theoretical component will contribute to 40% 

of the overall final grade. 

 

On the practical side you will be required to present four sports/activities for final assessment, at least 

two of these will be as a performer the other two can be in the form of a leader or an official.  These 

activities will be selected in Year 11 from a wide range of activities followed throughout the two year 

course.  Final practical assessment will take place during the spring term of Year 11.  This will be 

assessed internally, and be moderated by an external W.J.E.C examiner.  The practical component 

will contribute to 60% of the final grade. 

 

The theory examination involves one exam paper: 

Section A: examines fitness and factors affecting participation, provision and performance in sporting 

and health activities.  These will be a series of short answer questions. 

 

Section B: examines physical, psychological and tactical/ technical factors that have an influence on 

performance and health 

This will be assessed through a combination of short answer and extended writing questions. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES – GCSE 

Why Choose Religious Studies? 

In many areas of work employers look for someone with an enquiring mind, understanding and 

appreciation of other people’s point of view and an ability to reach a clear, informed decision: these 

are all skills which are developed in religious studies. Studying religion helps you to see the world 

from many different viewpoints. 

Religious studies is a way of broadening your understanding of the world and people. It is the ideal 

subject for pupils who are interested in people and the way they live. 

What can Religious Studies offer? 

(a) A recognised and valuable qualification, especially useful for working with people, for 

instance, nursing, police, teaching, banking, armed forces.  

(b) A range of skills with a wide variety of applications. Pupils will develop research skills. 

Interpret information, organise and present work appropriately, analyse issues, form and 

develop arguments, reach conclusions with relevant evidence. Most importantly, you will need 

to discuss and debate important issues. 

(c) A course that is personally challenging because it raises fundamental questions about human 

existence. Religion is about people – their behaviour, beliefs, hopes and fears. 

(d) A course that gives a much broader outlook on life. 

Course Content 

Pupils will study moral and religious issues that are relevant to modern life. They will also examine 

Christian and Muslim teachings about these issues.  

Topics covered include sex, marriage, racism, sexism, God, life after death, violence, war, abortion, 

capital punishment and animal rights. 

The course is divided into two sections: 

A. Religion and Life Issues 

B. Religion and Human Experience 

Assessment  

There are two examinations – one for each section of the course. 
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SCIENCE 
 
 

 
SUBJECT 

 
 
 

 
GCSE SCIENCE - WJEC 
 
Core Science A 
Additional Science  

 
Examination 

Board 
 

 
WJEC 

Course 
information/details 

 

 

 
 This means that pupils must choose one of the following options: 
                (i) GCSE Science A (one option line) 
OR 
                (ii) GCSE Additional Science (two option lines) 
 
   In each of these choices, pupils will study modules of work covering topics 
in each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics throughout Year 10 and 11.  

 Pupils who take GCSE Science A(one option line), will acquire a 
single GCSE grade in Science at the end of Year 11.   

 Pupils who take GCSE Additional Science (two option lines), will 
acquire at least two GCSE grades in Science at the end of Year 11                                       

 
Assessment details 

External Written 
Exam Papers 
And Internal 
Assessment 

                    External Units                                Internal unit 
 

Biology 
 

Chemistry Physics Coursework 

 
Core Science 

Option column 1  

Exam 
Biology 1 

Exam 
Chemistry 1 

Exam 
Physics 1 

Coursework 1 
(B)+(C)+(P) 

25% of final grade 

 
 Additional Science 
Option columns 2 

&3 

Exam 
Biology 2 

Exam 
Chemistry 2 

Exam 
Physics 2 

Coursework 2 (B)+(C)+(P) 
25% of final grade 

 
Other Details 

 

 
 

 
There are 2 tiers of papers, Foundation (C – G grades) and Higher (A* - D 
grades).   
Students will be entered for the tier that matches their performance and 
progress.  Students can be entered for different tiers depending on their 
subject ability.  Pupils will be informed of the tier of entry and this will be 
communicated to parents during Parents’ Evening. 
The result of each of these modular exams are released to pupils, and 
parents, in order that a pupils’ progress can be followed. 
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SUBJECT 

 
 

 
SEPARATE SCIENCE (Triple Science) 
BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS 

 
Examination 

Board 
 

 
WJEC 

Course 
information/details 

 
 

 

Students should consider Separate Science if they are interested in 
studying the extra content over and above the Science A core and 
Additional Science, required to achieve 3 GCSEs in Science. 
 
This means that pupils must choose Science from 3 option lines.    
 
Pupils who take GCSE Separate Sciences will acquire 3 Separate 
Science grades at the end of year 11 – GCSE Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics.  The grades awarded are consequently independent of each 
other. 
 
                          
 

Assessment details 
External Written Exam Papers  And Internal Assessments 

Biology Chemistry Physics 

External Internal External Internal External Internal 

Exam 
Biology 1 
June Yr 10 
 

 
1 piece of 
Coursework 
(Biology) 
 
25% of final 
grade 

Exam 
Chemistry 1 
June Yr 10 

 
1 piece of 
Coursework 
(Chemistry)  
 
25% of final 
grade 

Exam 
Physics 1 
June Yr 10 

 
1 piece of Coursework 
(Physics) 
 
25% of final grade Exam 

Biology 2 
Jan Yr 11 
 

Exam 
Chemistry 2 
Jan Yr 11 

Exam 
Physics 2 
Jan Yr 11 

Exam 
Biology 3 
June Yr 11 

Exam 
Chemistry 3 
June Yr 11 

Exam 
Physics 3 
June Yr 11 

 
Course Description/ 

Other Details 
 
 
 
 

 
There are 2 tiers of papers: Foundation(C – G grades) and Higher (A* -D 
grades).  Students will be entered for the tier that matches their 
performance and progress.  Students can be entered for different tiers 
depending on their subject ability.  Pupils will be informed of the tier of 
entry and this will be communicated to parents during Parents’ Evening. 
The result of each of these modular exams are released to pupils, and 
parents, in order that a pupils’ progress can be followed. 
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SUBJECT 

 
 
 

WJEC Applied Science Level 1/2 Award (IVQ) 
 

 
Examination 

Board 
 

 
WJEC 

Course 
information/details 

 

 

 
Advantages to learners 

• Develop a range of skills both practical and academic, through 
applied learning that will be useful in the workplace and for 
future learning 
• Provide a foundation of knowledge of applied science that will 
help learners progress to further study or enter the workplace 
• Motivate learners through purposeful tasks set in real world 
contexts 

 
 
 

Assessment details 
External Written Exam 

Papers 
And Internal 
Assessment. 

Unit title – Externally 
Assessed 

Guided 
learning 
hours 

Internal 
Assessment 

1 Environmental and social 
impacts of obtaining useful 
substances  

16  
 
 

I piece of 
Assessment 

per unit. 

2 Using chemistry to prepare 
useful compounds  

24 

3 Using science to enhance 
sensory perception  

40 

4 Science of human activity on 
the environment  

24 

5. Maintaining and improving 
optimal state 

16 

 

 
Other Details 

 

 
 

 
Applied Science Level 1 / 2 Award (IVQ) 
 Enables scientific learning in an applied and engaging context. 
The qualification has a strong emphasis on practical work, 
making it ideal for students who prefer to learn by doing. 
The qualification also enables students to develop: 
• the skills required for independent learning 
• a range of generic and transferable skills 
• the skills to solve problems 
• the skills of project-based research 
• the ability to work alongside others 
• the ability to apply learning in vocational contexts 
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CoPE 

(CERTIFICATE OF PERSONAL EFFECTIVENESS) 

 

Why Choose CoPE? 

The Certificate of Personal Effectiveness- CoPE, blends activities pupils undertake in their traditional 

GCSE subjects with investigative activities (skill) based projects. There is an emphasis on rewarding 

pupils for completing challenges and each pupil builds a portfolio of evidence. Pupil experiences 

together with a set of challenges combine to form the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness.  

Course Content / Assessment 

 

The ASDAN-CoPE course is an accredited qualification and allows pupils to work at two tiers of 

ability. 

Certificate of Personal Effectiveness. Level 1 (equivalent to GCSE grade E) 

Certificate of Personal Effectiveness. Level 2 (equivalent to GCSE grade B)  

 

Pupils produce a portfolio of evidence that builds together to contribute to the qualification. Each pupil 

portfolio will consist of 12 tasks (challenges) at level 1 or 2. When combined together these elements 

for the CoPE qualification. Pupils will be required to keep records and take responsibility for gathering 

the evidence of the work they have completed.  

 

There is no formal examination and all grades are awarded on the standards achieved in the 12 

challenges completed. Pupil portfolios of work will be assessed by the class teacher, checked and 

then externally moderated. Pupils achieving a high standard of work may and progressing at the 

necessary pace will be entered for the additional Wider Key Skills qualification and achieve further 

level 1 and 2 qualifications in Working with Others, I.O.L.P and P.S. 

 

Progression 

The course is designed to prepare pupils for a more independent style of learning, in some cases it 

helps prepare pupils who wish to leave school at 16 and take up college courses or apprenticeships.  

There is also a strong emphasis on the development of key skills required by employers. Pupils will 

be encouraged to develop a variety of skills including: planning, research, working with others, 

discussion, problem solving and evaluation of their work. 
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What is the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification? 

The Welsh Baccalaureate is an exciting qualification that adds a valuable dimension to the subjects 

and courses already available to 14-19 year old students. It combines personal development skills 

with existing GCSE’s to make one wider award that is valued by employers and universities. 

 

What does it set out to achieve? 

 

By adding personal development skills to vocational qualifications or academic study, the Welsh 

Baccalaureate helps young people achieve more. It makes them better equipped for the world of 

work, better informed and more active citizens. 

 

A Welsh Baccalaureate qualification is also proof that a student has developed skills considered 

important by employers and universities and shows they have furthered their personal and social 

education. 

The core of the revised Welsh Baccalaureate has a clear focus on developing the following skills: 

 Literacy 

 Numeracy 

 Digital Literacy 

 Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

 Planning and Organisation  

 Creativity and Innovation 

 Personal Effectiveness 

These skills will be developed, applied and assessed through the completion of four ‘challenges’ 

these are: 

 The Individual Project Challenge 

 Global Citizenship Challenge 

 Enterprise and Employability Challenge 

 Community Challenge 
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DATES TO REMEMBER. 

 

 

Key Dates – Options 2015 

 

Wednesday, 21st January 

 

Options booklet distributed. 

 

 

Thursday, 5th February 

 

Year 9 Parents Evening 4-6.30 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, 10th February Year 9 Assembly, MFL options 

presentation (CILT Cymru). 

 

Monday, 2nd March –  

Wednesday, 18th March 

Each Year 9 pupil to meet with Senior 

Management Team to discuss their 

option choices. 

 

Wednesday, 25th March 

 

Final date to complete option choices. 
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Name: ……………………………….            Class:…………………………………… 

LEARNING PATHWAY PLAN     OPTION CHOICES 2015. 
You can only  

In certain subject areas places will be limited and course allocation will be made by the School Senior Management and department leader of learning. 

OPTION 1 OPTION 2 OPTION 3 OPTION 4 OPTION 5 

 

SINGLE AWARD SCIENCE 

 

DOUBLE AWARD SCIENCE 

 

TRIPLE AWARD SCIENCE 

 

GEOGRAPHY  

 

ART 

 

APPLIED SCIENCE 

 

APPLIED SCIENCE 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT  

 

CREATIVE CRAFT  

  

 

 

BUSINESS STUDIES 

 

ENGINEERING  

 

FRENCH 

  

 

 

MEDIA / FILM STUDIES 

 

BUSINESS STUDIES 

 

HISTORY 

  

 

 

RESISTANT MATERIALS 

 

SPANISH 

 

ICT / COMPUTING 

  

 

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 

PE / SPORT STUDIES 

 

LEISURE AND TOURISM 

  

 

 

HOSPITALITY& CATERING 

 

HOSPITALITY& CATERING 

 

TEXTILES 

  

 

 

MUSIC /MUSIC TECH 

 

ART 

 

DRAMA / PERFORMING ARTS 

  

 

 

D&T GRAPHICS  

 

HISTORY  

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

   

WELSH 

 

  

 

   

COPE 

 

 

 

 

 This form must be completed and returned to Mr. A. Owen by 25TH MARCH, 2015. 


